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“And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each 
other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor.” 

What would you be willing to give for life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness? Would you sacrifice all? I can’t help but wonder what thoughts 
went through the minds of those fifty-six men who signed the Declaration of Independence. Some historians record that many paid the ultimate 
price for affixing their signature to the bottom of that document. Others say things were not as bad as we have read. I will never know the answer 
to the severity of punishment some suffered. I do know this however; when they signed their names to the Declaration of Independence, none of 
them knew what would be their fate for having signed. 

Based on the last sentence, placed just above their signatures, they made clear what the outcome could be. They pledged their lives! Can you imag-
ine signing a document that you know full well may, at some point, cost you your life? We are so removed from the events that led to our indepen-
dence it is hard to conjure up the feelings they must have had on that day when these fifty-six men said we are going to draw a line in the sand and 
no matter what the price, we will not falter and we will not cross that line. None of us live in a vacuum. Everything we do affects others. Could I 
do something that had the potential of taking my life? I don’t know. 

For me, and I assume every man that reads this article, the protection of my family and being able to provide for them is always uppermost on 
my mind. There are few things that are as indelibly stamped on my mind as the fact it is my job to protect my family. A big part of that protection 
means providing for them. I recently heard that a man’s role, with regard to his family, is to be like an umbrella, providing shelter and protection. 
Although my wife, Darlene, might say her umbrella leaks a little bit; it nevertheless is my first and most important calling in life. I can’t conceive 
of anything that would cause me to sign a document knowing I may be sacrificing my fortune, such that it is. 

There is nothing I will leave my sons that is of greater value than my reputation. I want them to always be able to point at me, or something I have 
done, with pride. I want them to have confidence in me and what I stand for, because living right before them every day will help them when they 
face difficult decisions in life. It would be very hard for me to do anything I believe would damage my honor. 

Here is the bottom line, and there is really no getting past this. You and I are not in the position to make the decision to sign the Declaration of 
Independence. We can not decide what we would do without all of the experience. Without the oppression, restrictions and domination they were 
experiencing, we can’t say for sure what we would do. Because they signed, for more than two centuries, no one has had to make the same deci-
sion, or have they? Our young men and women enlist in the military for a variety of reasons, but inevitably, there comes the day they face a similar 
decision to those early signers. They look into the eyes of suffering, oppression, tyranny, and having done so, put everything on the line. They do it 
for you and me; they do it for the preservation of an ideal that provides comfort to so many. 

This Forth of July, we will celebrate our nation’s independence. Please remember what it took for us to have that independence…fifty-six men 
signed a document that was delivered to the King of England. Countless millions of U.S. military personnel have repeated that decision in little-
known places around the globe. Because they have, multiplied millions live in peace. 

On a much smaller scale, those who started Rio Grande Electric Cooperative, Inc. took some similar steps. They signed millions of dollars in loans, 
knowing that this dream of getting electric energy in places that had never been served could come crashing down on their heads. They stepped out 
on faith and did what otherwise would not have been done, and we are the beneficiaries of their courage. 
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“Please remember what it took. . .” 


